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the National Trust for Historic Preservation
asks the public to vote for the 2011 fan favor-
ite on its website. Voters may cast ballots
once daily through March 15. The winner will
be announced March 16. Last year’s fan fa-
vorite community was Marquette, Mich.

“We’re really excited about the voting and
we think we can win this one,” Steele said.
“We’re hoping to get a whole lot of help from
the community to help us become the dis-
tinctive destination and fan favorite.”

Paducah’s appearance on the trust’s Dozen
Distinctive Destinations list comes on the
heels of it being named as having one of the
most romantic main streets in America just
this past week, Steele said. Towns from
across the country submitted five photo-
graphs that best illustrated why their main
street and downtown districts should be con-
sidered among the most romantic in the
country; Paducah was included in the top
five, alongside towns in Louisiana, Ten-
nessee, Connecticut and Indiana.

“The beautiful thing about all of this is it
really puts us in front of so many people
through the national trust,” Steele said.
“These honors will resonate with so many
people who are considering on moving here.”’

To vote for the Dozen Distinctive Des-
tinations fan favorite, visit
www.preservationnation.org/ddd/.

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

FAA AIR TRANSPORTATION MOD-
ERNIZATION AND SAFETY IM-
PROVEMENT ACT

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of S.
223, which the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 223) to modernize the air traffic
control system, improve the safety, reli-
ability, and availability of transportation by
air in the United States, provide for mod-
ernization of the air traffic control system,
reauthorize the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Rockefeller (for Wyden) amendment No. 27,
to increase the number of test sites in the
National Airspace System used for un-
manned aerial vehicles and to require one of
those test sites to include a significant por-
tion of public lands.

Inhofe modified amendment No. 7, to pro-
vide for an increase in the number of slots
available at Ronald Reagan Washington Na-
tional Airport.

Rockefeller (for Ensign) amendment No.
32, to improve provisions relating to certifi-
cation and flight standards for military re-
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motely piloted aerial systems in the Na-
tional Airspace System.

McCain amendment No. 4, to repeal the Es-
sential Air Service Program.

Rockefeller (for Leahy) amendment No. 50,
to amend title 1 of the Omnibus Crime Con-
trol and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to include
nonprofit and volunteer ground and air am-
bulance crew members and first responders
for certain benefits, and to clarify the liabil-
ity protection for volunteer pilots that fly
for public benefit.

Reid amendment No. 54, to allow airports
that receive airport improvement grants for
the purchase of land to lease the land and de-
velop the land in a manner compatible with
noise buffering purposes.

Udall (NM) modified amendment No. 49, to
authorize Dona Ana County, NM, to ex-
change certain land conveyed to the county
for airport purposes.

Udall (NM) modified amendment No. 51, to
require that all advanced imaging tech-
nology used as a primary screening method
for passengers be equipped with automatic
target recognition software.

Paul amendment No. 18, to strike the pro-
visions relating to clarifying a memorandum
of understanding between the Federal Avia-
tion Administration and the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration.

Hutchison further modified amendment
No. 93 (to modified amendment No. 7), of a
perfecting nature.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Washington is
recognized.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the time be
equally divided in the quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Ms. CANTWELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 1
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 1
ask unanimous consent that the filing
deadline for second-degree amendments
be extended up until the cloture vote.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? Without objec-
tion, it is so ordered.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 1
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BROWN of Ohio). Without objection, it
is so ordered.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I came
to the floor to briefly voice my very
strong support for this FAA reauthor-
ization bill and to thank my chairman,
JAY ROCKEFELLER, for his leadership.

Many people have said this, but it is
worth repeating. This is a jobs bill. The
FAA reauthorization act is going to
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modernize our air transport system. As
many have said far more eloquently
than I could ever say, we are looking at
a system that has its roots in the 1940s
and the 1950s, and we need to move be-
yond this and get a 21st century sys-
tem. That is what NextGen is going to
do—give us a much better way to han-
dle all of those flights, all of that con-
gestion. It is going to be, in addition to
a jobs bill—280,000 jobs nationwide—it
is also going to be a bill that focuses on
safety. The growth that will be spurred
on by this bill is crucial, because this
industry also accounts for nearly 11
million jobs and more than 5 percent of
U.S. GDP.

I want to talk about two issues I
have a great stake in for the people of
California and, frankly, for the people
of this country. The first issue is the
passengers’ bill of rights. I am so grate-
ful to our leader on the committee,
Senator ROCKEFELLER, and his ranking
member, KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON, for
ensuring that this bipartisan legisla-
tion—I wrote it with Senator SNOWE—
is included in the FAA bill.

We have all heard the horror stories
of travelers trapped for hours without
adequate food or water, some not even
able to access their medicines; planes
filled with screaming kids; upset pas-
sengers and unsanitary conditions from
overflowing toilets.

In fact, it is a situation that, if any-
one has ever been in it, makes an indel-
ible mark, and, frankly, it makes you
less likely to want to fly in the Amer-
ican skies because you have a chance
at being one of those unfortunate peo-
ple to get trapped in such a situation.

I thank Kate Hanni, a constituent of
mine who was trapped in one of these
aircraft for hours on the tarmac and
got off the plane and said: I need to do
something about this. She is the one
who lobbied very hard, a citizen’s

lobby, to get a passengers’ bill of
rights.

I am grateful the Department of
Transportation, under President

Obama, took the first step by adopting
key elements of our passengers’ bill of
rights through regulation last year.
Secretary LaHood, who heads the De-
partment of Transportation, sent a
strong message and basically said air-
lines must give passengers the option
of deplaning if they have been stranded
on the tarmac for more than 3 hours.
According to the Bureau of Transpor-
tation Statistics, there have only been
12 tarmac delays of more than 3 hours
from May to October of 2010, after the
Department of Transportation insti-
tuted this rule, compared to 500-plus in
the same period a year earlier. So by
putting in a regulation that tells the
airlines they cannot keep people on
planes past 3 hours and, if they do,
they have to give them an option to
get off, we have turned things around.
We have seen 12 tarmac delays com-
pared to 500. We want to codify these
consumer protections. We want a law.
We don’t know what the next President
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